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The Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application, 
listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A transporter for carrying a payload over a surface, the transporter 
comprising: 

a. a surface-contacting module for traversing the surface; 

b. a power base including at leas t one power source and i east one > i > jo 

poweri ng the s u rface-c o ntacti ng module, the power base pivotally coupled to the surface- 
contacting module about a base pivot axis, the base pivot axis substantially parallel to the 
surface, the base characterized by a base pi vot angle with respect to the surface-contacting 
module; 

c. a support for supporting the payload, the support pivotally coupled to the power 
base about a support pivot axis, characterized by a support pivot angle with respect to the vertical 
plane; and 

d. a mechanical linkage for maintaining the support pivot angle substantially 
constant as the power base pivots with respect to the surface-contacting moduleiand 

a rest for partial support of the pavload. the rest pivotally coup led to the support 

about a rest pivot axis, the rest pivot a x is substantially parallel to the surface and defining a rest 
pivot an gk ^ ' b \ ' ; ; >- "'n. 1 plane; 

wherein the rest pivot angle is less than a specified angle when the su pport pivot axis is 

above a spco ;: .a te g d and wherein the rest pivot angle is greater t han th e specified an gle w hen 
the support p r ot_: v > „ u 'o^ the speci fied height. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (currently amended) The transporter according to claim 2, further comprising a first-linkage, 
coupling the first-rest to the power base in such a manner as to vary the first-rest pivot angle as a 
function of the base pivot angle. 
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4.-6. (canceled). 

7. (currently amended) A transporter aeeefdrng-te-e laim 2, farther compm mg-for carrying a 

XV, (> _ u »k > , u 

a. i m ontae ting module for tra srsing • c lriacs 

b. a powe r base including at least one power source and at least one motor for 

po wering the surface-contacting module, the power base pivotallv coupled to the surfac e- 
contac ting modufo a bout a base pivot axis, t he base pr vo t axis substantially par allel to the 
suit ice tv ikv ' du_ xi±- a b ase n - ■ t . ugle wit h re spect to the surface-contacting 
module; 

a a su pport for supporting the pay load, t he support p ivotallv co u pled to th e power 

base about a support piv ot axis, ch aracterized by a support pivot angle with respe ct to the vertical 
p lane; a nd 

4 a t v v me tor mai ntaining t he support pivot ang le substantially 

constant as the power base pivots wi th respect to the surf ace-contacti ng module; 

e. a rest f or p artial supp ort of the payioad, the rest pivota llv coupled to the support 

about a rest pivot axis, the rest pivo t axis substantially parallel to the surface and defining a rest 
phot .i' ■■ pla ne: and 

t a fet-roller follower for governing the fest-rest pivot angle as a function of the 

base pivot angle. 

8. -9. (canceled) 

10. (currently amended) A transporter according to claim 2, wherein the first-rest further includes 
a stop such that the first-rest pivot angle is at least a specified angle. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A transporter according to claim 2, wherein the fiest-rest is a footresi for 
supporting a foot of a user. 
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1 2. (currently amended) A transporter for carrying a pavload over a surface, the t ransporter 
comprisin g: 

_a. _h ,j »- L2_ _'<_ • I'k h»2 * a v-'strg the surjoce. 

K_ J_ v > ^_«J_ » I K , -OH l 1 v 1 ! 

_ v n;_ ,p -ji L K n v q; b a^e p sot t lb t. , p»ed t o t.n nu 

vontu • _ _ ' ' p u t a 's tl o ht^e ;>u t 2 - !> 4 ' hilM. 

surface, the base char acterized b v a base pivo t angle with res pect to the surface-eontaatng 
module; 

c. a suppo rt for support in g the pavlo a d, the supp ort pivotally c pj \ x the po wer 

base abou t a support pi vot axis, cha ra cterized b y a support p i vot angle w ith respect to the vertical 
plane; a nd 

d. a raeo hanical h tj kage for maintainin g the support pi vot angle s ubstantial ly 

etmsjant.as the power base pivots wi th respect t o the surface-contacti n g module; 

gj_ a rest for partial supp ort of the pavload, the rest pivotaliv coupled to the support 

about a r est pivot a xis, the rest p ivot axis substantially parailu to the su rfac e and defining a rest 
p ivot angle v . i j e s crtical pl ane; and 

f, aaeerdin g to claiin -2-.- furthe r -eon ap rising-a fest-motor, coupled to the first-rest, for 

driving the fet-rest to move with respect to the support such that the first-rest pivot angle with 
respect to the vertical plane varies as the power base pivots with respect to the surface-contacting 
module. 

13. (canceled). 

14. (currently amended) A transporter according to claim i, further including a caster coupled to 
the power base in such a manner as to be capable of being brought into engagement with the | 
surface during operation of the transporter. 
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